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Penularan COVID~19

PKP fasa

penting tamatkan wabak

Pandemik
boleh diakhiri
berlandaskan
perkembangan
statistik semasa

Putvajaya: Fasa ketiga Perintah
Kawalan Pergerakan (PKP) disi-
' fatkan tempoh penting yang be-
rupaya menamatkan kewujudan
wabak COVID-19 di Malaysia.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Da-
tuk Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah,
ketika menaruh keyakinan ter-
hadap perkara itu, berkata ia ber-
landaskan perkembangan statis-
tik semasa penularan wabak ter-
babit.

Sehubungan itu, katanya, ke-
sinambungan kawalan yang me-
nyaksikan kejayaan sehingga kes
COVID-19 berupaya di
menerusi PKP fasa pertama dan
kedua harus diteruskan pada fasa
ketiga.

“JP Morgan sebelum ini jang-
kakan kita bakal berdepan pe-
ningkatan kes mendadak seba-
nyak 6,300 kes esok (hari ini), te-
tapi setakat jam 12 tengah hari
tadi, Malaysia hanya mencatat-
kan 4,817 kes. Y

“Esok (hari ini) saya jangkakan
jumlah keseluruhan positif CO-
VID-19 kurang daripada 5,000 kes
dan ia hasil keberkesanan PKP
fasa pertama dan kedua.

“Setakat minggu ke-13, Mala-
ysia masih dalam fasa pemulihan
daripada penularan wabak CO-
VID-19, tetapi kita akan terus pan-
tau sebab kes belun berkurangan

lagi,” katanya pada sidang media
harian COVID-19, di sini, sema-
lam

Beliau berkata, kerjasama se-
mua pihak amat diperlukan da-
lam usaha meratakan lagi leng-
kung kes, bukan hanya oleh Ke-
menterian Kesihatan (KKM).

“Jika kita boleh lakukannya,
ada kemungkinan kita akan terus
mengurangkan kes, bukan hanya
meratakan lengkung tapi mung-

kin menaratkan COVID-19 di ne-

gara ini,” katanya,

Sehingga semalam, hampir se-
paruh daripada 4,817 kes positif
COVID-19 yang dilaporkan di ne-
gara ini sudah pulih sepenuhnya.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata, se-
banyak 2,276 kes atau 47.23 peratus

JUMEAH KBS KESELURUHAN

dibenarkan diseaj daripada hos-
pital dengan 168 kes pulih sema-
lam.

Sehingga jam 12 tengah hari
semalam, sebanyak 134 kes ba-
haru dilaporkan, menjadikan ju-
milah kumulatif kes COVID-19 di
;{x:sgara ini adalah sebanyak 4,817

I{atanya, ia menjadikan jumlah
kes pesakit yang pulih daripada
Jjangkitan itu melebihi kes baha-
ru

“Selepas kes kumulatif ditolak
dengan kes discaj dan kematian,
jumlah kes aktif dengan kebole-
hjangkitan COVID-19 adalah 2,464
kes. Mereka sudah diasingkan
dan diberi rawatan. 3

“Sehingga kini, 66 kes positif

COVID-19 dirawat di Unit Rawa-
tan Rapi (ICU). Daripada jumlah
ity, 36 kes memerlukan bantuan
pernafasan,” katanya.

Selain itu, katanya, satu kes ke-
matian baharu turut dicatatkan,
menjadikan jumlah kematian aki-
bat wabak itu setakat ini 77 kes
iaitu 1.6 peratus daripada kese-
huruhan kes.

“Res kematian ke77 (kes
ke-2,797) adalah lelaki tempatan
berusia 62 tahun dan mempunyai
latar belakang penyakit jantung,
darah tinggi dan penyakit buah

pinggang.

“Beliau adalah kontak rapat kes
indeks (kes ke-702) yang dirawat di
Hospital Melaka pada 31 Mac lalu
dan disabkan meninggal dunia

ketiga tempoh

Dr Noor Hisham {
pada 13 April, jam 9.15 pagi,” ka-
tanya. - =z :

Semalam, BH melaporkan PKP
boleh ditamatkan jika jumlah kes
baharu COVID-1§ di negara ini
terus menurun, rnanakala kes
sembuh meningkat mengatasi kes
baharu bagi terapoh dua minggu
berturut-turut.

Pakar epidemiologi, Prof Datuk
Dr Awang Bulgiba Awang Mah-
mud, dilaporkan berkata, trend
penurunan itu tidak boleh diukur
dalam tempoh dua atau tiga hari,
sebaliknya perfu selaras dengan
tempoh inkubasi virus COVID-19
selama 14 hari.
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Plasma darah diguna raWatpesakit' kritikal

Putrajaya: Plasma darah yang di-
sumbangkan ke Kementerian Ke-
sihatan (KKM) akan digunakan
untuk merawat pesakit kritikal
COVID-19.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Da-

tuk Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah, -

berkata antibodi dalam plasma
berkenaan akan diberi kepada pe-
sakit COVID-19 yang berada di
tahap kelima dan terpaksa ber-
gantung kepada bantuan perna-
fasan. :
“Kita akan gunakan pada pe-

sakit di wad Unit Rawatan Rapi,

(ICU),” katanya pada sidang me-
dia harian COVID-19, di sini, se-
malam.

Mem'/entuh status bekalan da-
rah, Dr Noor Hisham mengakui
kementerian berdepan kekangan

menambah simpanan susulan Pe- -

rintah Kawalan Pergerakan (PKP)
yang dilaksanakan kerajaan ke-
Selain itu, katanya, simpanan di
Pusat Darah Negara (PDN) akan
berkurangan menjelang Rama-
dan, sekali gus memerlukan per-
tambahan bekalan menerusi der-
ma daripada orang ramai.
“Hospital dan klinik masih di-
buka untuk orang ramai tampil
menderma darah, malah mereka
boleh berbuat demikian di PDN
serta lokasi khas berdekatan.
“Contohnya, bilik khas derma
darah di MidValley sentiasa me-
nyediakan ruang untuk mereka
tampil menderma,” katanya.
Sementara itu, simpanan beka-
lan pakaian perlindungan peri-

badi (PPE) KKM setakat ini mam-

pu bertahan selama dua minggu, -

Dr Noor Hisham menjelaskan
pihaknya sentiasa melaksanakan
perolehan untuk menambahkan
bekalan PPE menerusi tiga kae-
dah.

Katanya, langkah itu harus di-
laksanakan dari semasa ke sema-
sa kerana penggunaan PPE di-
kesan meningkat dari dua kali
ganda kepada 10 kali ganda, be-
rikutan penularan COVID-19.

“Kita sentiasa periksa simpa-
nan bekalan PPE KKM di pering-
kat negeri dan hospital kerana
kadar penggunaan meningkat
berlipat kali ganda berbanding ke-
adaan biasa.

“Oleh itu, kita membuat per-
olehan untuk tambah bekalan me-

nerusi tiga pendekatan,” katanya.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata, tiga
kaedah yang digunakan untuk
menambah bekalan PPE adalah

bersandarkan perolehan pukal -

untuk semua negeri menerusi pe-
ngurusan di peringkat pusat.

Selain itu, katanya, perolehan
dilaksanakan di peringkat negeri
menerusi pejabat kesihatan dan
berbekalkan penyaluran derma
oleh pertubuhan bukan kerajaan
(NGO).

“Kita perlu tambah PPE sebab
gunakan ia setiap hari, berban-
ding keperluan ventilator, justeru
perolehan harus sentiasa dilak-
sanakan darj semasa ke semasa.

“Oleh itu, kita sentiasa alu-alu-
kan derma daripada NGO untuk
menambah simpanan bekalan se-

masa PPE,” katanya.

Kepada soalan tenaga sukare-
lawan, Dr Noor Hisham berkata,
kementerian setakat ini meneri-
ma bantuan 54 petugas yang di-
tempatkan di wad COVID-19 dan
85 pakar daripada sektor swasta.-

Beliau berkata, lebih 1,000 jur-
urawat dan pegawai perubatan tu-
rut tampil menghulurkan tenaga
untuk membantu barisan hada-
pan.

“Kita bekerja dengan mereka
untuk perkhidmatan jangka pen-
dek dengan meneliti kepakaran
masing-masing. - :

“Sesiapa yang mempunyai ke-
pakaran, khususnya bekerja di
wad ICU akan ditempatkan di ja-
batan berkaitan dan ditawarkan
kontrak enam bulan,” katanya.
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Penularan COVID-19

Kementerian
terus aktif
jalankan
pengesanan,
saringan

: Putrajaya: Kementerian Kesiha-

tan (KKM) mengesan 25 kluster

dan subkluster individu yang di-
jangkiti COVID-19.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Da

tuk Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah,

berkata perhimpunan jemaah

tabligh di Masjid Seri Petaling

kekal sebagai Kkluster terbesar,
mewakili 40 peratus daripada ke-
seluruhan pesakit yang disahkan
positif wabak berkenaan.
“Kluster lain kita sudah
umumkan, tetapi masih ada klus-
’ ter kecil yang kita belum umum.,
I “Oleh itu, kita jalankan penge-
‘ sanan dan ujian saringan secara
aktif, selain memberikan rawa-
tan terbaik kepada setiap klus-
ter,” katanya pada sidang media
1l:ia.r;nian COVID-19 di sini, sema-

Menerusi perangkaan sema-

- sa, Dr Noor Hisham mengesah-

kan jumlah kes sporadik CO-

VID-19 kekal 69 kes sejak su-

. rvelan dilaksanakan pada Janu-
ari lalu. .

Katanya, punca jangkitan se-
mua kes sporadik itu tidak dapat
dikesan, manakala penelitian
lanjut mendapati ia tiada sejarah
perjalanan ke luar negara atau
pergaulan dengan individu ber-
isiko tinggi.

Kelmarin, KKM mengenal pas-
ti empat subkluster jangkitan
COVID-19 membabitkan bebera-
pa madrasah dan sekolah tahfiz
susulan perhimpunan tabligh di
Masjid Seri Petaling.

Dr Noor Hisham dilaporkan
berkata, tindakan proaktif me-
ngenal pasti subkluster berkena-
an adalah bagi membantu penge-
sanan kontak rapat kepada kes
indeks perhimpunan itu.

Masjid Seri Petaling di sini me-
ngadakan ijtimak tabligh pada 27
Februari hingga 1 Mac lalu yang
dihadiri kira-kira 12,500 jemaah.

Subkluster berkenaan mem-
babitkan madrasah di Jeran-
tut, Pahang; Penanti, Pulau Pi-
nang; Sungai Lui, Selangor dan

Jasin, Melaka.

Dalam perkembangan lain, Dr
Noor Hisham menyanggah lapo-
ran COVID-19 mempunyai impak
sama seperti HIV yang meren-
catkan sistem pertahanan badan
dan tindak balas terhadap jang-
kitan antigen.

Beliau menjelaskan, wujud tu-
juh jenis koronavirus yang men-
jangkiti manusia dan terkenal se-
belum ini seperti Sindrom Per-
nafasan Akut Teruk (SARS) serta
Sindrom Pernafasan Virus Ko-
rona Asia Barat (MERS-CoV).

“COVID-19 ialah virus baharu
membabitkan dua peringkat

jangkitan. Ia tidak sama dengan.

HIV/AIDS kerana bagi COVID-19,
peringkat pertama adalah jang-
kitan dan peringkat kedua ialah
inflamasi atau keradangan.

“Kita cuba elakkan jangkitan
masuk ke dalam rongga paru-pa-
ru dan sebagainya sebab virus itu
akan masuk dalam sel dan me-
ngakibatkan keradangan.

“Apabila berlaku keradangan,
ini yang boleh membawa maut,”
katanya. -

Dalam perkembangan berkai-
tan, dua subkluster saling ber-
kaitan bagx jangkitan COVID-19

KKM kesan 25 kluster,
subkluster dijangkiti virus

dikenal pasti di Kuantan.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata, ia
adalah hasil aktiviti tertumpu di-
jalankan kementerian melalui
’pengesanan, penyaringan dan
ujian ke atas kumpulan sasar ber-
isiko tinggi

Katanya, Kluster individu da-
lam pemantauan (PUI) Bali di
Kuantan itu membabitkan golo-
ngan pesakit dan beberapa ang-
gota kesihatan dari sebuah pusat
perubatan di Kuantan.

“Sehingga 13 April, sebanyak
20 orang sudah dikenal pasti da-
lam Kluster ini iaitu 14 orang
sedang dirawat di wad Hospital
Tengku Ampuan Afzan (HTAA)
Kuantan, dua orang sudah sem-
buh, tiga dirawat di unit rawatan
rapi (ICU) dan seorang meninggal
dunia (kes ke-1,575).

“Daripada semua jumlah itu,
terdapat tiga anggota kesihatan
yang terbabit dalam kluster ini,"
katanya.

Beliau berkata, kes indeks (kes
ke4,684) bagi kluster itu mem-
punyai sejarah perjalanan ke Ba-
1i, Indonesia dan kemudian mem-

- punyai kontak rapat dengan kes

ke-1,575 iaitu abang kepada Kkes
indeks.

Kementerian terus
komited perbaharui
teknologi kesihatan

Putrajaya: Kementerian Kesiha-
tan (KKM) sentiasa mencari kae-
dah dan pendekatan terbaik da-
lam memperbaharui teknologi
yang bakal membuka jalan lebih
luas kepada sektor perubatan mo-
den.

Menteri Kesihatan, Datuk Seri
Dr Adham Baba, berkata KKM

sedia menerima kerjasama pel- .

bagai pihak untuk menjayakan
matlamat itu.

Pihaknya berharap kolaborasi
strategik yang sedia terjalin se-
perti antara KKM dengan Uni-
versiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM)
dan UEM Edgenta Berhad mem-
bangunkan peralatan dan kemu-
dahan baharu, mampu meneroka
sinergi terbaik untuk memacu ha-
la tuju kerajaan.

Katanya, ia akan sentiasa di-
perbaharui menerusi  inovasi
yang diilhamkan anak tempatan

dengan kerjasama KKM dan uni--

versiti tempatan.
“Keutamaan KKM dalam men-

dahulukan rakyat menjadi satu
daripada visi utama saya ketika
melafazkan akujanji menyandang
jawatan ini.

“Perkara pertama dalam fikiran
saya ialah memastikan segala ke-
perluan dasar dan kemanusiaan
dijadikan sebagai ‘touch point’
penting dalam menerajui kemen-
terian ini.

“Sehubungan itu, KKM beru-
saha menggabungkan tenaga ter-
baik untuk melaksanakan penye-
lidikan dan menghasilkan penye-
lesaian kepada masalah semasa,”
katanya pada Taklimat Media Ko-
laborasi Strategik Inovasi Keju-
ruteraan Kesihatan, di sini, se-
malam.

Yang turut hadir, Ketua Setiau-
saha KKM, Datuk Seri Dr Chen -
Chaw Min dan Pengarah Baha-

- gian Perkhidmatan Kejuruteraan

KKM, Tauran Zaidi Ahmad Zaidi.

Dr Adham berkata, Bahagian
Perkhidmatan Kejuruteraan
KKM bertanggungjawab mengi-

lhamkan inovasi teknologi uniuk
perubatan mengikut kesesuaian,
khususnya untuk penggunaan da-
lam jangka masa pendek dan ber-
kesan.:

Justery, katanya, Bahagian Per-
khidmatan Kejuruteraan KKM
meneroka kaedah  alternatif
menghasilkan alat bantuan per-
nafasan berteknologi cetakan 3D
perubatan lanjutan.

Beliau berkata, kolaborasi ber-
sama pihak UTM dan kerjasama
Angkatan Tentera Malaysia
(ATM) itu berjaya menghasilkan

prototaip pertama.

Katanya, prototaip itu akan sen-
tiasa dibuat penambahbaikan dan
ujian sepenuhnya bersama Ins-
titut Piawaian dan Penyelidikan
Perindustrian Malaysia (SIRIM)
supaya dapat menyokong keper-
luan asas bantuan pernafasan ba-
gi pesakit.

Sementara itu, Dekan Fakulti

Kejuruteraan, UTM, Datuk Prof

Dr Mohammed Rafiq Abdul Kadir,
berkata prototaip peranti peruba-
tan alat bantuan pernafasan
menggunakan teknologi penceta-

Dr Adham (uga dari knnan) mendengar takhmut daripada Ketua Unit FEMS & SP Edgenta Mediserve Sdn Bhd,
Ir Mazlan Yusof (kiri) di Kementerian Kesihatan, Putrajaya, semalam.

(Foto BERNAMA)

kan 3D sudah boleh berfungsi dan
dikemukakan kepada Pihak Ber-
kuasa Peranti Perubatan (MDA)
untuk diluluskan sebelum digu-
nakan.

Pihaknya membangunkan dua
jenis peranti perubatan alat ban-
tuan pernafasan menggunakan
teknologi pencetakan 3D bernilai
antara RM1,000 hingga RM4,000
untuk tujuan kecemasan.

Beliau berkata, reka cipta itu
bukan untuk bersaing dengan alat
bantuan pernafasan lengkap yang
digunakan di hospital.
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Wuala Lumpurs Kes

vid19 di negara ini terus
mencatat perkembangan ~ ©
positif apabila jumlah pe-

 sakit pulih daripada wabak

Oleh Amir Abd Hamid
.dan Suraya Roslan
am@hmetro.com.my

Kaala Lumpur

da 25 Kkluster dan
Asubkluster yang dika-

tegorikan oleh Ke-
menterian Kesihatan Mala-
ysia (KKM) berkaitan de-
ngan jangki-
tan.  Co-
vid-19  di
¥ negara ini.
{ Ketua
' Pengarah
Kesihatan,
Datuk Dr
Noor Hisham
Abdullah
berkata,
“kluster
yang
terbe-

DR Noor EGaRE

Ada 25

Jumlah
keseluruhan
angka korban

Kluster

Jangkitan

Sti Petaling kes terbesar,
insiden kecil belum diumum

.sar adalah Sri Petz;ling iaitu

kira-kira 40 peratus dari-
pada jumlah keseluruhan
yang direkodkan.

“Tetapi kluster lain juga

‘sudah kita kenal pasti. Klus-
ter besar sudah kita umum-

kan, kluster kecil belum di-
umumkan lagi namun pihak
KKM memantau dan me-
ngambil tindakan sewajar-

nya membabitkan pengesa-
nan, pengujian, pengasi-
ngan serta memberi rawa-
tan terbaik kepada kluster
itu katanya pada sidang
media harian Covid-19 di
KKM, Putrajaya, semalam.
Menurutnya, pesakit di-
jangkiti Covid-19 tidak sama
dengan pesakit HIV/Aids
yang menjejaskan ketaha-

nan dan tindak balas ke-
tahanan badan.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata,
ada tujuh koronavirus men-
jangkiti manusia dan yang
terkenal sebelum ini seperti
Sindrom Penafasan Akut
Teruk (SARS) serta Sindrom
Pernafasan Virus Korona
Asia Barat (MERS-CoV).

Menurutnya,  Covid-19

ialah virus baharu memba- .

bitkan dua peringkat jang-
kitan.

“Ia tidak sama dengan
HIV/Aids. Bagi Covid-19, pe-
ringkat pertama adalah
jangkitan dan peringkat ke-
dua iaitu inflamasi atau ker-
adangan.

“Kita cuba elakkan jang-
kitan masuk ke dalam rong-
ga paru-paru dan sebagai-
nya sebab virus itu akan ma-
suk dalam sel.

“Reaksi dari dalam badan
akan mengakibatkan ker-
adangan. Apabila berlaku
keradangan, ini yang boleh
membawa maut,” katanya.

di bandar raya Kuching.

ANGGOTA polis menutup sekitar pekarangan pusat kuarantin

Sarawak mahu percepat
proses keputusan ujian -

Petra Jaya: Proses untuk
mendapatkan  keputusan
ujian sampel Covid-19 da-
ripada individu dalam pe-
mantauan (PUS) yang baru
balik dari luar negara, Se-
menanjung, Sabah dan La-
buan akan dipercepatkan
bagi mengelak kesesakan di
hotel tempat mereka di
kuarantin.

Menteri Pelancongan, Ke-
senian, Kebudayaan, Belid
dan Sukan negeri, Datuk Ab-
dul Karim Rahman Hamzah
berkata, ketika ini seramai
1,063 individu ditempatkan
di 13 hotel di seluruh negeri.

Oleh itu, katanya, kepu-

tusan ujian makmal terha-

dap sampel yang diambil
daripada perlu mereka di-
percepatkan bagi membo-

* lehkan individu fain pula di

tempatkan di pusat kuaran-
tin itu.

“Esok (hari ini) kita jang-
ka akan mendapat keputu-
san ujian makmal terhadap
kumpulan pertama yang di-
kuarantin di hotel itu.

“Selepas mendapat kepu-
tusan, mereka yang diuji
negatif mungkin dibenar-
kan keluar dan menghabis-

“City Everly (233).

kan baki tempoh kuarantin
di rumah pula” katanya
pada sidang media di Wis-
ma Bapa Malaysia di sini,
semalam.

Abdul Karim berkata, le-
bih ramai lagi rakyat yang
balik ke negeri ini dijangka
ditempatkan di pusat kua-
rantin di hotel minggu ini.

Daripada 1,063 yang di-
kuarantin itu, seramai 116
ditempatkan di Kuching
Hock Lee, Rajah Court Dor-
mani (85), Kuching Park
(78), Pullman (98), Miri Me- -
ga (81), Somerset Miri
(45),0stay Inn (15), Cosy Inn
(40), Imperial Palace (145),
Eastwood Resort (25), Im-
perial (8), Limbang Purna-
ma (94) dan Bintulu Park

Sementara itu, beliau
berkata, Sarawak merekod-

« kan tujuh lagi kes baharu

positif Covid-19 semalam,
menjadikan jumlah kes di
Sarawak sebanyak 348 kes
sejak kes positif pertama di-
laporkan pada 13 Mac lalu.

“Semua tujuh kes positif
baharu itu kini dirawat di
Hospital Umum Sarawak,”
katanya.
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Covid-19: Jangkaan
JP Morgan meleset

PUTRAJAYA - Jangkaan
agensi penyelidikan JP Mor-
gan bahawa angka positif
koronavirus (Covid-19) di
negara ini mengunjur me-
- ningkat pada pertengahan
_ April ini ternyata meleset.
- Ketua Pengarah Kesiha-
~ tan, Datuk Dr Noor Hisham
- Abdullah berkata, setakat ini
jumlah terkini pesakit positif
. Wabak itu hanya 4,817 kes "o
~ berbanding ramalan agensi
berkenaan iaitu sebanyak -
6,000 kes. URNER
. “Kesdi negaraini berada
~ di bawah paras 5,000 kes. Ini
membuktikan pelaksanaan
Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan

(PKP) fasa satu dan dua bo-
leh mencatatkan kurang da-
ripada sasaran itu,” katanya
pada sidang akhbar di sini :
semalam.

- Beliau berkata, negara
meletakkan fasa pemulihan
pada PKP ketiga bermula

~ esok hingga 28 April ini.

. “Minggu 13 (sejak dilan-
da Covid-19 akhir Januari
lalu) kita dalam fasa pemu-
lihan, namun kerajaan masih
melakukan pemantauan me-
mandangkan belum ada pe-
nurunan kes. §

- “Minggu ketiga ini sangat
penting kerana kalau boleh
kita mahu kurangkan kes; bu-
kan sekadar melandaikan
lengkukan, namun juga perlu
tamatkan kewujudan Covid-19

di negara ini,” katanya.
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MEMERANGI WABAK COVID-19

25 kluster, sub kluster
- Covid-19 dikesan

Sebanyak 40 peratus
daripada jumlah itu
merupakan kluster
perhimpunan

Sri Petaling

Oleh TUAN BUQHAIRAH
TUAN MUHAMAD ADNAN

PUTRAJAYA

ementerian Kesihatan
Malaysia (KKM) me-
ngesan 25 kluster dan

b kluster jangkitan ko-

ronavirus (Covid-19) di negara ini.
Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan,
Datuk Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah

* berkata, sebanyak 40 peratus da-
ripada jumlah itu merupakan
kluster perhimpunan Sti Petaling.

Beliau berkata, susulan ak-

tiviti tertumpu yang telah dija-
lankan kementerian melalui
pengesanan, penyaringan, ujian
ke atas kumpulan sasar yang
berisiko tinggi, KKM telah me-
ngenal pasti dua sub kluster sa-
ling berkaitan di Kuantan.

“Kluster Per-
son Under Inves-
tigation (PUI)
Bali di Kuantan
ini adalah satu -
Kkluster yang meli-
batkan golongan .
pesakit dan bebe-
rapa anggota kesi-
hatan dari sebuah
pusat perubatan
di Kuantan,” ka-
tanya pada sidang
akhbar di sini se-
malam.

Beliau berkata, sehingga sema-
lam, seramai 20 individu telah di-
kenal pasti berada dalam kluster itu.

“Sebanyak 14 daripadanya
sedang dirawat di wad Hospital
Tengku Ampuan Afzan (HTAA), .
Pahang; dua telah sembuh dan
tiga dirawat di unit rawatan rapi
serta seorang telah meninggal
dunia (kes ke-1,575),” katanya.

Menurutnya, kes indeks iai-
tu kes positif ke-4,684 bagi klus-
ter ini mempunyai sejarah per-
jalanan ke Bali, Indonesia. -

“Dia mempunyai kontak ra-
pat dengan kes ke-1,575 iaitu
abang kepada kes indeks.

DR NOOR HISHAM

“Abangnya
telah menjangkiti
tujuh kes genera-
si kedua dan 11
kes generasi keti-
ga,” ujarnya.

Sementara
itu, beliau berka-
ta, bekalan pera-
latan pelindung

laysia sekarang
hanya ‘mampu
menampung ke-
gunaan pasukan
petugas kesihatan di hospital
untuk tempoh dua minggu.
Menurutnya, pihaknya perlu

. mendapat bekalan berterusan bagi

mengelakkan kekurangan stok PPE.
“Kita sentiasa melaksanakan
perolehan dari masa ke masa
kerana didapati kegunaannya
meningkat daripada dua kepada
10 kali ganda,” ujarnya.
Katanya, bekalan PPE dibuat
melalui tiga kaedah 1aitu pero-
lehan pukal untuk semua nege-
ri menerusi kerajaan Pusat, per-
olehan peringkat negeri dan juga
derma daripada badan bukan

- kerajaan (NGO).

diri (PPE) di Ma- -
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hari jumlah pesakit baharu me-
lebihi kes pulih, Kementerian
Kesihatan Malaysia (KKM)
kembali merekodkan bilangan
discaj lebih tinggi semalam.
Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan,
Datuk Dr Noor Hisham Ab-
dullah berkata, sebanyak 168
kes telah dibenarkan pulang
semalam sekali gus menjadi-
kan jumlah kumulatif kes pu-
lih sebanyak 2,276 kes.
“Peratusan kes pulih ada-
lah 47.23 peratus daripada
jumlah keseluruhan,” katanya
di sini semalam.
Menurutnya, terdapat 134
kes baharu telah dilaporkan
semalam menjadikan jumlah
kes positif Covid-19 di Malay-
sia adalah sebanyak 4,817 kes.
Daripada keseluruhan kes
positif, beliau berkata, seba-
nyak 2,464 kes masih dirawat
di hospital.
Beliau berkata, Pusat Ke-
siapsiagaan dan Tindak Cepat
(CPRC) Kebangsaan mere-

matian melibatkan lelaki ber-
umur 62 tahun dan mempunyai
penyakit kronik.

“Ini menjadikan jumlah
keseluruhan kes kematian ia-
lah 77 kes,” katanya.

Sementara itu, Dr Noor

PUTRAJAYA - Selepas dua -

kodkan pertambahan satu ke-'

#g

Kes pulih kembali melebihi
bilangan pesakit baharu

Hisham berkata, orang ramai
digesa menderma darah bagi
menampung keperluan men-
jelang Ramadan.

Katanya, orang ramai boleh
mengunjungi Pusat Darah Ne-
gara, klinik kesihatan ataupun
hospital bagi tujuan tersebut.

Menurutnya, selain me-
ngunjungi fasiliti kesihatan
tersebut, orang ramai boleh
menderma darah di ruang der-

- ma darah yang ditetapkan di

kawasan tumpuan,

“Saringan kesihatan akan
dilakukan terhadap penderma’
bagi memastikan penderma
sihat dan bebas daripada pe-
nyakit berjangkit,” katanya.

Dalam pada itu, Dr Noor
Hisham berkata, plasma darah
daripada pesakit Covid-19
akan digunakan untuk mera-
wat pesakit kritikal.

Menurutnya, ujian keber-
kesanan perlu dilakukan sebe-
lum digunakan ke atas pesakit
Covid-19.

“Masih awal untuk kata
plasma boleh guna kepada pe-
sakit kita. Kementerian perlu-
kan plasma dan gunakan anti-
bodi yang dibina oleh pesakit
dan kita gunakan pada pesakit
tahap kelima yang terpaksa ber-
gantung kepada bantuan perna-
fasan di wad ICU,” katanya.

mengikutnege
di Malaysia

Jumlah jangkitan Covid-19 di Malaysia semalam
meningkat daripada 4,683 kes kepada 4,817 kes
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Inovasi baharu hadapi
ancaman Covid-19

Kerjasama dengan
agensi penyelidikan
sebagai persediaan
sekiranya wabak berada
di tahap kritikal
e

ebagai persediaan men-
depani pandemik koro-
navirus (Covid-19) se-

-+ kiranya sudah ke tahap
paling kritikal, Kementerian
Kesihatan Malaysia (KKM)
bersama beberapa agensi pe-
nyelidikan dan khidmat teknj-
kal kini mengadakan kolabora-
tif strategik.

Menteri Kesihatan, Datuk
Seri Dr Adham Baba berkata,
kerjasama itu membabitkan
penghasilan inovasi baharu per-
alatan bagi menangani masalah
kesihatan yang melanda dunia
ketika ini, :

Beliau berkata, tiga inovasi
dihasilkan iaitu prototaip Peran-
ti Perubatan Ventilator Meng-
gunakan Teknologi 3D dan
prototaip Splitter Kit Ventilator
untuk kegunaan lebih daripada
seorang pesakit serta Unit Ra-
watan Rapi Hibrid di Lapangan
(FHyICU).

“Bahagian Perkhidmatan
Kejuruteraan KKM telah mene-

_ roka kaedah alternatif dengan

menghasilkan ventilator bertek-
nologi maju 3D Printing Medi-

cal. Kolaboratif bersama Uni-

versiti Teknologi Malaysia
(UTM) dan kerjasama Angkat-
an Tentera Malaysia (ATM) ini

% ol
Dr Adham (idri) mendengar taklimat daripada Dekan Fakuiti Kejuruteraan utm,
Datuk Ir Dr Mohammed Rafiq Abdul Kadir (kanan) mengenai Ventliator 3D di

e

Putrajaya

telah berjaya menghasilkan pro-
totaip pertama,” katanya pada
majlis taklimat media mengenai

.kolaboratif strategik itu di ke-

menteriannya di sini semalam,

Dr Adham berkata, prototaip
itu akan menjalani pengujian
sepenuhnya bersama Institu Pi-
awaian dan Penyelidikan Perin-
dustrian Malaysia (SIRIM) agar
dapat berfungsi untuk menyo-
kong keperlnan asas bantuan
pernafasan bagi pesakit Co-
vid-19.

Bagi prototaip ventilator tek-
nologi 3D, katanya, objektif
penghasilan ialah ventilator kos
rendah menggunakan teknologi
3D dan perkakasan minimum
bertujuan menyokong keperluan
asas pesakit Covid-19 sekiranya
Jjangkitan di negara ini sampai
ke tahap kritikal.

“Pembangunan prototaip sp-

litter kit pula bertujuan membo-
lehkan sebuah ventilator diguna-
kan oleh dua pesakit bagi
menyokong keperluan pernafa-
san pesakit Covid-19 dengan
memastikan tidak berlaku pe-
mindahan jangkitan.

“FHyICU merupakan ga- :

bungan pembinaan unit rawatan
rapi (ICU) dan wad isolasi seca-
ra mudah dipasang serta dibuka
selain boleh dibina di lokasi di-
petlukan dengan kos yang efek-
tif,” katanya.

Dr Adham berkata, kerjasa-
ma itu akan menggembleng ke-
pakaran tempatan dan antara-
bangsa. !

“Keterujaan hasil kerjasama
awal ini saya kongsikan bersama
dengan anda semua, Permulaan
kejayaan ini perlu disebarluaskan
kerana penting untuk kita semua
ketahui,” katanya. - Bernama
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KUANTAN- Jabatan Kesihatan Negeri
(JKN) Pahang semalam menerima sum-
bangan 1,200 naskhah al-Quran melalui
Projek Wakaf al-Quran anjuran Yayasan
Warisan Ummah Ikhlas (WUIF) bersama
TV AlHijrah, Sinar Harian, Ideaktiv,
Majlis Dakwah Negara dan Solidariti
Ummah untuk Ummah.

Penyerahan disempurnakan Penge-
rusi Sekretariat Rumah Ngaji Pahang,
Md Abdu Sahak dan diterima Pengarah
Kesihatan Negeri, Datuk Dr Bahari Tok
Muda Awang Ngah di Pejabat JKN Pa-
hang, Indera Mahkota di sini.

Dr Bahari berkata, beliau menyambut
baik sumbangan al-Quran itu kerana se-
lari dengan Program Hospital Mesra
Ibadah yang dilaksanakan Kementerian
Kesihatan Malaysia (KKM).

Menurutnya, sumbangan akan dia-
gihkan kepada hospital dan Pejabat Ke-
sihatan Daerah (PKD) di negeri ini.

JKN Pahang terima sumbangan 1,20

“Melalui sumbangan ini, insya-
ALLAH dapat membantu masyara-

kat menyemarakkan dan membudayakan |

bacaan al-Quran terutama ketika berde-
pan musibah penularan koronavirus
(Covid-19).

“Bagaimanapun, al-Quran ini bukan

sekadar perlu dibaca sebaliknya difa-
hami, dihayati dan diamalkan,” katanya
ketika ditemui selepas majlis penyerah-
an al-Quran di sini semalam. 7

Dr Bahari berkata, dalam mendepani
musibah Covid-19, umat Islam perlu
kembali kepada ALLAH dan menjadi-
kan al-Quran sebagai panduan. ;

Beliau turut memberi contoh al-Qur-
an menekankan kepentingan menjaga
kebersihan diri serta persekitaran dan
perkara itu perlu dilakukan ketika men-
depani wabak Covid-19,

Sementara itu, Md Abdu berkata,
usaha WUTF dan rakan kerjasama lain

Md Abdu (kanan) menyerahkan sumbangan wakaf al-Quran kepada Dr Baharl di Pejabat JKN Pahang di

Kuantan semalam.
dalam menjayakan Projek Wakaf al-Qur-
an ini wajar diberi pujian.

Menurutnya, al-Quran adalah sumber
rujukan umat Islam kerana banyak rahsia
kehidupan tersingkap di sebaliknya tetapi

0 naskhah al-Quran

ada yang belum menemui Jjawapan kerana
tidak memahami kandungan ayat.

“Apabila berlaku musibah, kita kena
kembali kepada fitrah, Islam dan al-
Quran,” katanya.
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NEW DEVELOPMENT

BALI CLUSTER

Index case for
cluster of 20 people
is a patient who
travelled to Bali,
says Health D-G

PUTRAJAYA

HE Health Ministry has

identified two related

Covid-19 sub-clusters in

Kuantan, Pahang, by
tracing, screening and testing
high-risk groups.

Health director-general Datuk
Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah said
the Bali cluster was detected in
Kuantan among Persons Under
Investigation, comprising several
health workers from a medical
centre.

_ “Up to April 13, we have iden-
tified 20 people in the cluster.
~Fourteen are being treated at
Tengku Ampuan Afzan Hospital.
“Two have recovered, three are
*in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU),
and one (Case 1,575) has died,” he
said at his daily press conference
yesterday.

He said of the total, three were
healthcare workers. :

He said the index case for the
cluster was Case 4,684, who had
travelled to Bali, Indonesia.

“The patient had close contact
with Case 1,575, who is the pa-
tient’s brother.

“Case 1,575 then infected seven
generation two cases and 11 gen-
eration three cases.”

Dr Noor Hisham said 339 close
contacts had been identified and
screened for Covid-19, including
202 healthcare workers. ¢

Malaysia once again logged
more recoveries than new infec-
tion cases.

Up to 6pm yesterday, 168 more
patients had been discharged,
bringing the number of recover-

Selangor ruler:

SHAH ALAM: Sultan of Selangor
Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah
has decreed that the suspension
of Friday and congregational
prayers and religious lectures at
mosques, surau and musollah
(prayer rooms) in the state be
extended until May 31 to contain
the spread of Covid-19.

The sultan’s private secretary,
Datuk Mohamad Munir Bani,
said a new directive would be
issued if the outbreak eased

Health director-general Datuk Dr Noor

yesterday. PIC BY MOHD FADLI HAMZAH

ies to 2,276, or 47.3 per cent of the
total number of cases.

Dr Noor Hisham said there
were 134 new cases, bringing the
cumulative total to 4,817.

“There are 2,464 active cases.
The patients have been isolated
and given treatment.

“Currently, 66 of them are in
the ICU, with 36 needing respi-
ratory assistance.”

He said the National Crisis Pre-
paredness and Response Centre
reported one new fatality, bring-
ing the death toll to 77, or 1.6 per
cent of total cases.

He said the 77th death (Case
2,797) was a Malaysian man aged
52 with a history of cardiovas-
cular disease, hypertension and
kidney disease.

“He was warded at Melaka Hos-
pital on March 31

“The patient was pronounced
dead on April 13 at 9,15am.”

He said Malaysia was expected
to avoid the exponential growth

Suspend surau, mosque activities until May 3

before the date.

“The decision to extend the
suspension was made during a
special meeting between the Se-
langor Islamic Religious Council
and Selangor Islamic Religious
Department today (yesterday).

“Friday prayers must be re-
placed with zohor prayers (at
home), while terawih prayers
during Ramadan should be per-
formed at home.”

He said Sultan Sharafuddin

in Covid-19 cases — more than

1,000 cases lower than predicted.

He said the number of cases in
the country stood at 4,817, which
was well below the 6,300 cases
predicted by JP Morgan analysts.

“Our target is to have fewer
than the predicted 6,300 cases.
We are doing much better.

“Perhaps we will have fewer
than 5,000 cases tomorrow. Hope-
fully, we can keep the number un-
der 5,000.”

He said this was a sign that the
first and second phases of the
Movement Control Order (MCO)
were working.

He said the country was in the
recovery phase, but assured that
the ministry was still closely
monitoring the situation.

“The third phase of the MCO is
important to bring the number
down further.

“There is a chance to beat this
— not just flatten the curve, but
end Covid-19 in the country.

expressed concern that the
6.5 million people residing in
Selangor could expose them-
selves to Covid-19 if preventive
measures were not taken seri-
ously. e

The ruler advised the people
to stay at home, ensure good
personal hygiene and practise
social distancing, Munir said,
adding that everyone must ad-
here to the Health Ministry’s
guidelines.

Hisham Abdullah speakiﬁg at a press conference in Putrajaya

“This is not just the responsi-
bility of the ministry, but all of
us.”

He said there were two stages to
the Covid-19 infection — the first
was infection and the second was
inflammation.

“It's the inflammation that can
sometimes bring death.”

He said when patients were dis-
charged, they were counselled on
how to avoid reinfection.

He said recovered patients usu-
ally develop antibodies, and even
though the antibodies might not
prevent them from getting rein-
fected, the chances were low.

He said there were currently 25
Covid-19 clusters and sub-clus-
ters in the country. %

The Sri Petaling tabligh cluster
remains the biggest one, ac-
counting for 40 per cent of all
cases.

The ministry has taken 23,915
samples from this group, 1,850 of
which were positive.

He said the sultan expressed
regret that fake news on the
Covid-19 outbreak were being
spread, which had caused anx-
iety among the people.

“Sultan Sharafuddin called on
the people to continue praying
for the wellbeing of the people
and the state.”

He said the sultan conveyed
Ramadan greetings and wished
all Muslims a blessed fasting
month. Bernama

Assistance

given to
off-campus
students

»> From Page 4 -

He said giving false hope
would not help with students’
wellbeing.

“We will do our best to keep
students in high spirits. We need
to stay where we are and do our
part as responsible citizens.

“It’s hard for everyone as we

i cannot go about our normal rou-

tines.”

He said students were adjust-
ing their habits by practising so-
cial distancing and avoiding
crowded places.

The senior lecturer at UKM’s
Centre of Community Education
and Wellbeing at the Faculty of
Education said students were
given breakfast, lunch and din-

: ner daily.

Cafeterias at the university
have come up with menus based
on the Higher Education Min-
istry’s guidelines.

“We allow caterers to use their
creativity to prepare food for
students as long as it is within the
budget. It was interesting to
see what they are capable of do-
ing.

“Two days ago (Saturday), the
students had lasagna. Yesterday
(Sunday), they ‘celebrated’ the
end of Phase Two of the MCO
with barbequed chicken and
grilled lamb,” said Anuar. He
urged parents not to wotry about
their children as they were well
taken care of.

There are 1,400 students on
campus. Assistance is also given
to students off campus.

“We have details of all stranded
students, on and off campus, and
we put everyone in a group
chat.” ISy :

UKM’s off-campus students are
given daily essentials, such as
rice, sugar, flour.

“If they need anything, they
only need to let us know in the
group and members from the
action team will send necessities
directly to them. This way, we get
to monitor them in real-time.

“As college master, the well-
being of students is our top pri-
ority. Although we don’t see
them every day face to face, every
student has equal access to us.

“If a male student is having a

: tummy ache, we will call a med-
| ical response team who will come

and check on him.”

UKM'’s Health Centre is open
24 hours a day since the start of
the MCO period. The university
also mobilises its team of coun-
sellors to regularly check on stu-
dents’.emotional wellbeing.
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New Covid-19 cluster detected in Kuantan

By JOSEPH KAOS Jr g
and RASHVINJEET S. BED!
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

PUTRAJAYA: A new Covid-19 clus-

* ter has been detected in Kuantan
which is responsible for one death
and at least 20 infections.

Health director-general Datuk Dr
Noor Hisham Abdullah, who dis-
closed this yesterday, said the index
case for the cluster had travelled to
Bali and later infected an elder

brother who died.

He said the cluster involved a
group of patients and several per-
sonnel of a medical facility in the
Pahang capital, with a total of 20
persons diagnosed with the disease.

“Of this, 14 are being treated at
the Tengku Ampuan Afzan Hospital
in Kuantan, with three placed in
intensive care,” Dr Noor Hisham
said, adding that two patients have
recovered and were discharged.

The DG said the deceased, identi-

fied as Patient 1,575, caused seven

cases (second generation) and a
er 11 third-generation cases.

__ “Wehave identified 339 peaple as

close contacts, including 202 medi-

cal persennel, in this cluster. All

- have been screened,” he said.

So far, Dr Noor Hisham said the
ministry has identified 25 clusters
and sub-clusters in the country.

The Sri Petaling tabligh cluster
was the largest, making up about
40% of Covid-19 cases in the country.

Dr Noor Hisham said as for the
“Ttaly cluster” in Kuching, there
were five new cases detected bring-
ing the total to 50 cases, Five people
from one family have died from this
cluster. ;

There were no new cases in the
Kuching church cluster, Bandar
Baru Bangi wedding cluster and
Rembau district sub-cluster.

As for areas under the enhanced
MCO, Dr Noor Hisham said there
were eight new cases detected in

THE STAR, TUESDAY 14 APRIL 2020

Bandar Baru Ibrahim Majid, mak-
ingita total of 163 cases in the Johor
locality.

There were another 24 new cases
in Hulu Langat, making it 240 cases
in all, and 15 new cases in three
locations close to one another in
Kuala Lumpur, making it 125 cases.
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Health Ministry ready to build field ‘ICUs for hospitals

By JOSEPH KAOS Jr
ioekaosjr@thestar.com.my

PUTRAJAYA: The Health Ministry
is ready to build several field inten-
sive care units (ICUs) to help ease
the burden of hospitals in manag-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic.

Such buildirigs, which cost less
than RM2mil, can be constructed
within 25 days and can house up to
10 patients at one time.

The Field Hybrid Intensive Care
Unit (HyICU) is currently being
developed by the ministry in collab-
oration with UEM Edgenta Bhd, as

an alternative sclution to support a
possible increase in ICU demand.

“We have identified several hos-
pitals that we can potentially install
these field hybrid ICUs,

“At present, the ministry has
enough ICUs to cope with the exist-
ing demand, but these field hybrid
ICUs can be built in case there is a.
sudden spike in the number of
Covid-19 patients requiring ICU
support,” said the ministry’s
Engineering Services direcfor

* Tauran Zaidi Ahmad Zaidi.

The design of the field hybrid ICU
is simple but efficient, and is

equipped with electrical supply, a
donning room, a nurse station, air
conditioning and ventilation sys-
tem.

Tauran Zaidi said the field hybrid
ICU was inspired by the same tech-
nology that was used by the mili-
tary to build field hospitals.

“The construction of this field
ICU is done at a factory and there-
fore does not require renovation
at existing hospitals. This way,
there would be no interruption to
existing ICU wards,” he told a
media briefing on the ministry’s
strategic collaborations on health

engineering innovation.
The event was launched by

Health Minister Datuk Seri Dr.

Adham Baba.

Other innovations that were
unveiled at the programme were a
prototype ventilator built using 3D
printing technology as well as a
prototype “splitter kit” for ventila-
tors.

The prototype ventilator is
inspired by an innovation called
“VentilAid” introduced hy engineers
from Poland. The ventilators are
cost-efficient and can be constructed
easily using 3D printing technology.

“We have enough ventilators at
our hospitals at the moment, but
this prototype ventilator can be an
alternative to support our Covid-19
patients in case there is a surge in
demand for ventilators,” said
Tauran Zaidi.

The splitter kit for ventilators is
inspired by the military, which uses
a similar device to allow more than
one person to share one ventilator.

Both the prototype ventilator and
splitter kit are currently in develop-
ment stage, and are being designed
by the ministry in collaboration
with Universiti Teknologi Malaysia.
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‘We are doing
better than predicted’

Noor Hisham: Cases a lot less than projections

By JOSEPH KAQS Jr
joekaosjr@thestar.com.my

PUTRAJAVA: As April reaches its
midpoint, the Health Ministry says
Malaysia has been doing better
than predicted in managing the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Health director-general Datuk Dr
Noor Hisham Abdullah said the
country’s current tally of 4,817
Covid-19 cases is a lot less than
many expert projections.

9P Morgan had forecasted that
by April 14, which is tomorrow,
Malaysia would have 6,300 Covid-
19 cases. But today, we have 4,817
cases. By tomorrow, we might have
fewer than 5,000 cases.

“We are certainly doing much
hetter than predicted,” he said at
the ministry’s daily Covid-19 press
conference here.

Dr Noor, Hisham said Malaysia’s

Health exes divided ove

By ASHLEY TANG
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: Today marks the
end of the first four weeks that
Malaysia has been under the move-
ment control order (MCO).

Although close to a month has
gone by since the introduction of
rules to curb the spread of Covid-19,
health experts are divided on
whether the country has seen the
peak of the disease, which had
resulted in 4,817 confirmed cases as
at noon yesterday.

Universiti Sains Malaysia medical
epidemiologist and biostatistician
Assoc Prof Dr Kamarul Imran Musa
believes that the actual number of
Covid-19 cases in Malaysia is higher
right now - as much as four to 10
times more than the number of con-
firmed cases ~ because there are
asymptomatic cases (people infect-
ed with the virus but do not have
symptoms of the disease) that are
not being tested.

“The peak of infection reflects the
highest rate of the spread of the
yirus, but it is very unlikely we
would see a classic pointed peak of
Covid-19 spread in Malaysia.

“This is because the number of
new confirmed cases hover hetween
110 and 200 daily and the spread of
the infection in the community has
stabilised,” he said.

Dr Kamarul added that Malaysia
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ability to reduce the number of
infections in the country was down
to the effectiveness of its movement
control order (MCO), which has
been in place since March 18.

“This shows that the first and
second phases of the MCO is work-
ing and showing signs that we have
successfully contained the spread of
Covid-19.

“However, we have not managed
to bring down further the number
of cases. So this third phase is
important.

“We want to end the spread of
Covid-19. in the country and this
requires the work of not just the
ministry, but all of us, together,”

seen in South Korea as the Koreans
had tested aggressively from the
begi thus leading to a rapid
decrease in its infection rates.

“] expect in Malaysia’s setting, we
would stay in this ‘peak’ for a much
longer time,” he said.

In a March 23 research paper,
investment bank JP Morgan fore-
casted that Malaysia’s peak infec-
tions would happen in mid-April
with about 6,300 cases.

Several experts back then said the
forecast was conservative.

Dr Kamarul noted that Covid-19
cases would fall if the country could

troalr tha tranemissinn of the virus.

said Dr Noor Hisham.

On whether the ministry is doing
enough testing, Dr Noor Hisham
said its experience with areas under
the enhanced MCO showed that
only 0.5% were found positive
when active case detection was con-
ducted.

“We have screened 83,488 people
in the country, and only 4,817 were
found to be positive. This translates
to 5.8%, and it is well below the
World Health Organisation’s recom-
mendation of 10%.

“But at the enhanced MCO areas,
we screen everybody, whether or
not they are symptornatic, or from
high-risk groups.

“And we found that from screen-
ing every single person, we were
only able to detect 0.5% positive
cases.

“Sg if we test only targeted high-
risk groups, we will get a better

“The constant number of new
cases between 100 and 200 per day
indicates that the infection is still
spreading within the community
but the good thing is that the rate of
infection has stabilised,” he said.

He said the MCO had to a certain
extent halted the speed of infections
in the country.

Without it, Dr Kamarul said,
Covid-19 would have spread at a
much greater rate. .

Universiti Malaya virologist Prof
Dr Sazaly Abu Bakar said it would
take another two weeks to know
whether Covid-19 had peaked or
not.
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outcome using the limited resourc-
es that we have, rather than con-
duct tests on every single person,”
said Dr Noor Hisham.

Vesterday, Dr Noor Hisham
announced 134 new Covid-19 cases,

Preventive
measures:

Two men
preparing to

~ disinfect a hotel
near the Selangor
Mansion and
Malayan Mansion
flats in Kuala
Lumpur

on Day 27

of the MCO.

“Now that we have loosened the
restrictions by allowing certain sec-
tors of the economy to start working
again, 1 dor't know whats the
impact. The next two weeks will he
critical for the country. If we don’t
see a downward trend, that means
we have not been able to push the
infections down,” he said.

Like Dr Kamarul, Dr Sazaly
helieved that the actual number of
positive cases in the country was
unknown because of the lack of
aggressive testings.

“All those numbers that have
heen reported every evening could
be misleading as they relate to

bringing the country’s cumulative
total to 4,817 cases.

With 2,276 recoveries and 77
fatalities so far, there are a total of
2,464 patients currently being treat-
ed in Malaysia.

r Covid-19 peak

symptomatic patients who require
treatroent in the hospital.

“As for those who are positive but
are asymptomatic, we don’t know
how many of them are out there
because we don’t do aggressive test-

ng.

“Due to that, we don’t know
where the trend is heading,” he said.

He added that the number of
Covid-19 cases in the country was
currently “fluctuating upwards
rather than downwards”.

«f it fluctuates around 80 to 90
cases per day, then it is okay. It
means that it is fluctuating down.
But in the last two week of the MCO,
it has still been fluctuating at the
higher end. The trend is still
upwards,” he said.

Universiti Putra Malaysia medical
epiderniologist and biostatistician
Assoc Prof Dr Malina Osman said
she could not be sure whether the
disease had peaked in Malaysia.

In fact, she cannot rule out the
possibility of a third wave of new
cases.

Dr Malina said the new cases
could come from sub-clusters from
identified major clusters, those
returning from overseas, Non-Citi-
zens (such as refugees), neighbour-
ing countries, and even frontliners.

However, she believed that active
cases and new cases could be seen
plateauing in the country, adding
that active preventive actions would
prevent a third wave.



